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Vermont Public Radio And Vermont PBS Announce
2020 General Election Debate Series
Winooski, Vt.—Vermont PBS and Vermont Public Radio have announced the 2020 VPR–
Vermont PBS Debates, a series of pre-recorded debates among candidates for
Governor, Lieutenant Governor and U.S. House of Representatives. The debates will be
moderated by Bob Kinzel and Jane Lindholm during VPR’s program Vermont Edition
and broadcast by Vermont PBS.
The debates will take place shortly after Vermont’s mail-in voting begins on September
21, and are scheduled as follows:
Thursday, September 24 - Governor
Recorded at 9 a.m. Broadcast at noon and 7 p.m. on VPR, 7 p.m. on Vermont PBS. Hosted by
Jane Lindholm.
•
•

Phil Scott (R)
David Zuckerman (D/P)

Tuesday, September 29 - Lieutenant Governor
Recorded at 9 a.m. Broadcast at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. on VPR, 7 p.m. on Vermont PBS. Hosted
by Bob Kinzel.

•
•

Scott Milne (R)
Molly Gray (D)

Thursday, October 1 - U.S. House
Recorded at 9 a.m. Broadcast at noon and 7 p.m. on VPR, 7 p.m. on Vermont PBS. Hosted by
Bob Kinzel.
•
•

Peter Welch (D)
Miriam Berry (R)

The public is encouraged to participate in the conversation and share their questions
for the candidates by emailing community@vpr.org with a text question or voice
memo. These questions may be used in the debates.
After broadcast, audio recordings of the debates will be available at VPR.org, and video
will be available at vermontpbs.org/vermontvotes.
“We are dedicated to providing opportunities for Vermonters to get to know the
candidates for office, especially in a year when there have been fewer opportunities to
meet candidates in person,” said John Van Hoesen, VPR’s senior vice president and
chief content officer. “As we face many challenging issues as a state and country,
hearing and seeing the candidates side-by-side is one way to help voters participate in
the electoral process and strengthen our democracy.”
The production of joint debates marks a public media partnership between VPR and
Vermont PBS that began during the 2018 election cycle and continued with last year’s
This Land project, three wide-ranging public opinion polls and a series of 2020 primary
debates. The two organizations announced that they will merge to form a new public
media organization in 2021.
“Trusted information is important to voters and integral to a healthy democracy,
especially in these uncertain times, and public media is proud to be part of providing
that through these joint debates,” said Steve Ferreira, CEO of Vermont PBS.
All of VPR’s Election 2020 coverage, including a voter guide, interviews of all candidates
running for statewide and federal office and national news from NPR, is at
VPR.org/2020. Vermont PBS’ Election 2020 coverage, including candidate commentary
videos, is at vermontpbs.org/vermontvotes. VPR-Vermont PBS Debate guidelines and
answers to frequently asked questions are available here.
###

About Vermont PBS
Vermont PBS connects neighbors through stories that change lives. As Vermont’s only
statewide independent TV station, Vermont PBS is a powerful catalyst that informs,
educates and inspires. When you support Vermont PBS, you help all Vermonters learn,
grow, and contribute to our great state and the world. Learn more at vermontpbs.org.
Join us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.
About VPR
Vermont Public Radio (VPR) is Vermont’s only statewide public radio network. A
listener-supported, nonprofit organization since 1977, VPR provides an essential and
trusted independent voice for news, information, music and cultural exploration. It
operates a 27-station radio network serving all of Vermont, parts of surrounding states
and Quebec, Canada. Reaching more than 200,000 listeners each week, VPR and its
two programming services—VPR News and VPR Classical—produce programming for
radio, digital and live audiences. A complete list of stations, programs and services can
be found at VPR.org.

